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[0004] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating the band management system of 
concentrated control type. Reference numeral 21 denotes an ATM network, 
reference numerals 22a and 22b denote subscriber terminal apparatuses, 
reference numeral 23a and 23b denote subscriber line termination devices 
provided in a telephone central office to terminate the virtual paths of 
subscriber line portions, reference numerals 24a and 24b denote 
communication nodes, reference numeral 25 denotes a virtual path band 
management apparatus that performs band management with respect to all 
virtual paths in the ATM network 21 , reference numeral 26 denotes a virtual 
path, and reference numerals 27a, 27b, 28a and 28b denote control 
communication paths. When a subscriber makes a band change request for a 
virtual path, the system of the concentrated control type supplies the band 
change request from subscriber terminal device 22a or 22b and sends it to the 
virtual path band management apparatus 25 through control communication 
path 27a or 27b. In response to this, the management apparatus 25 
determines whether the band of the virtual path 25 can be changed. Where 
the band can be changed, the management apparatus 25 causes the 
subscriber terminal device 23a or 23b to change the band of the virtual path 26 
by use of the control communication path 28a or 28b. In addition, the 
management apparatus 25 performs charging management in accordance with 
the band and time used for the virtual path. 
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